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Large-Group Programs
grades k – 5
Amazon: Raised on the River
Answer a riddle that connects the ribereños people who live on 
the banks of the Amazon to a pair of famous rain forest reptiles. 
Imagination, teamwork and math skills will come into play!

Pacific Northwest: Mapping Out Mammals
Follow dolphins, whales and sea otters to discover how different 
environments exist in the ocean. From a majestic undersea forest 
to an icy Alaska bay, the places you go and the animals you meet 
will make lasting memories for your students!

Coral Reef: Feeding Frenzy
Dive into a Philippines reef where sharks hunt for prey among dazzling 
corals. Learn fundamental science concepts about food and energy 
while you explore this colorful marine world!

New! Animal Extensions
Reinforce concepts from a large-group program with an animal 
encounter for your students! Our staff will visit individual classrooms 
with a live animal, and students will apply concepts from the  
main presentation.

Questions about education programs at your school? 
E-mail outreachprograms@sheddaquarium.org.

› �Turn the page for the listing of small-group programs.

choose an outreach program for 
your students:



Small-Group 
Programs
grades k – 2
Amazon: River House Challenge
Put your imaginations to the test as you simulate a 
rainstorm, take a make-believe trip down the Amazon 
River and use clues from rain forest animals to build  
the perfect flood-proof shelter! 

Pacific Northwest: Swim Like Me!
Use your tail! Now use your flippers! Students will imitate 
the movements of marine mammals from beluga whales 
to sea otters. Along the way, they will see how animals’ 
homes can be surprisingly different!

Coral Reef: Tropical Treasure
Build a coral reef from the bottom up, adding different 
animals to make a thriving habitat. Exciting activities  
will reveal how many different animals call this delicate 
habitat home!

Questions about education programs at your school? 
E-mail outreachprograms@sheddaquarium.org.
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choose an outreach program for 
your students:



all outreach reservations must be 
made with this form.

> �Reservations must be made at least 21 days 
in advance.

> Outreach programs are offered year round.

Please fax this form to:
Fax: 312.939.2195
Attn: Group Reservations

Questions:
groupreservations@sheddaquarium.org

Outreach reservation form page 1 of 2

About you	 Today’s date       /        /

Name of school or group

Contact person’s full name

Contact person’s e-mail

School address

City				   State	 Zip

School phone #	 School fax #

Total # of students	 Grade(s) of classes

So that we can better serve your group, please check all that apply:

[   ]  Bilingual/ESL     [   ]  Special needs     [   ]  Other

Please describe the above:

Outreach Programs at your School
Please list more than one choice as dates are subject to availability.

                                          Date of visit

1ST choice

2ND choice 

3RD choice 
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$255 per 
program

number of 
programs

grade 
level of 
students

number 
of students 
per program

Amazon: Raised on the River

Pacific Northwest: Mapping 
Out Mammals

Coral Reef: Feeding Frenzy

$95 for first 
program

number of 
programs

grade 
level of 
students

number 
of students 
per program

Amazon: River  
House Challenge

Pacific Northwest:  
Swim Like Me!

Coral Reef: Tropical Treasures

100 – 250 
students per 

program
50 minutes

animal 
extensions*

$50 for each 
additional 
program
up to 35 

students  
per program
25 minutes

Would you like to add an Animal Extension?	[   ]  yes      [   ]  no

Animal Extension* – $95 for up to 8 classrooms

*Available only to schools taking a large-group program
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Outreach reservation form page 2 of 2 

Program Location
All programs require a room with a minimum of a 12-foot ceiling. Rooms must be available for the 

duration of the program(s) plus one hour before and after.

[   ]  Auditorium or theater    [   ]  Gymnasium    [   ]  Other (describe below)

Program Fees
Large-Group Programs

(   x  )  +    +    =  

# of programs	 Price per program	 $95 if adding	 If applicable	 Total large-group 
		  animal extensions	 (see below)	 fees

Small-Group Programs

  +  (   x  )  +    =  

First program	 Number of 	 Price per		  If applicable	 Total small-group 
	 additonal programs	additonal program	 (see below)	 fees

Mileage fee:There is no mileage fee for schools within 20 miles of Shedd Aquarium. For schools 
farther away than 20 miles, a travel surcharge of $0.80 will be assessed for each mile over 20. 
The amount will be stated in your confirmation letter.

Payment Options
[   ]  Check (mail upon receipt of confirmation)		  [   ]  Credit card

Credit Card Payment
Credit card type 	 [   ]  Visa      [   ]  MasterCard      [   ]  Discover

Name on card 

Card # 				    Expiration date                  /

How do you prefer to receive your confirmation?	                               [   ]  Fax      [   ]  Mail

You will receive a confirmation letter when your reservation is booked. If you have any questions 
regarding an existing reservation, please e-mail groupreservations@sheddaquarium.org and be 
sure to include your confirmation number.

$50

$255 Mileage fee

Mileage fee$95
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Teacher Resources
For all resource requests and questions, 
e-mail teacherservices@sheddaquarium.org 
or call 312.692.3165.
 
materials for loan
Great Lakes in My World Discovery Boxes
Rent a discovery box with lessons and resources to 
facilitate classroom discussion about the resources of the 
Great Lakes. Materials are based on the Alliance for the 
Great Lakes’ Great Lakes in My World curriculum. Boxes 
are available for rent for up to three weeks at $15 each.

Box Topics Include:
Water: Grades 4 – 8 
Habitats: Grades 3 – 8 
Biodiversity: Grades K – 8

Visit www.sheddaquarium.org/teachers_resources.html 
for more details on all teacher resources. 

online resources
Shedd Educational Adventures (SEA)
Activities for before, during and after your field trip, 
lesson plans, interactive modules and facts sheets are 
available for grades K-12. Lessons align with Illinois and 
national science, math and language arts standards.

Visit www.sheddaquarium.org/sea.

Activity Guides
Download activity ideas and lesson plans about 
aquarium animals and habitats. Activity guides include 
penguins, sharks, fishes, coral reefs, the ocean and the 
Amazon and are available online or in hard copy. 

Visit www.sheddaquarium.org/teacher_resources.html.

Educator E-News
Sign up for our monthly e-newsletter, Fish Tales, for all 
the latest news about Shedd Aquarium and our programs.

Visit www.sheddaquarium.org/education.

now that your students’ experience 
has been planned, take a look at some 
resources to help complement your 
curriculum or field trip.



Professional 
Development
Shedd has many opportunities to 
enhance your scientific knowledge 
and build curriculum connections. 
 
For all professional development requests and 
questions, e-mail teacherservices@sheddaquarium.org 
or call 312.692.3165.

teacher field experience 
Enhance your science teaching by doing science! 
Join us for a summer field experience and immerse 
yourself in aquatic environments. Visit our website 
for dates, applications and additional information.

Biology in the Bahamas
Conduct scientific research of marine environments 
in the Bahamas aboard Shedd’s research vessel, the 
R/V Coral Reef II.

Freshwater Ecology
Travel to a river, bog, fen and the shores of the Great 
Lakes and immerse yourself in little-known habitats 
in the Midwest. Carry out scientific research and 
experience firsthand local unique habitats.

Underwater Robotics
Build an underwater remotely operated vehicle and 
take it into the field to do scientific research. Take 
home all the supplies you need to incorporate STEM 
curriculum into your classroom. 

shedd education in-service
Designed for educators and pre-service teachers, this 
free one-hour program introduces Shedd resources to 
teachers and students. The program can take place at 
Shedd or your school. 

aquarium partner workshops
Partners include NOAA, Wilderness Classroom and 
the Illinois Department of Natural Resources. These 
workshops are held at Shedd, and many of them are 
free! See our website for dates and times. 

workshops “on demand”
Take professional development workshops with your 
peers any time you want. Come to Shedd or we’ll come 
to you for a two-hour workshop with up to 20 teachers. 
Price of $250 includes curriculum and support materials. 
Select from the following themes:

Great Lakes in My World: K – 8 
Classroom Habitats*: K – 12 
Scientific Sketching and Journaling: K – 12 
Inquiry in Action — Worm Compost Bins: K – 12

*Available at Shedd only

Workshops must be scheduled at least two weeks  
in advance. 

Visit us at www.sheddaquarium.org/teacherprogram_
listings.html for details, application information and 
a full listing of all teacher programs. 
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 Field Trip Logistics
 �Congratulations! You’ve planned 
your Shedd learning adventure. We 
hope you find this checklist helpful 
in preparing for your visit:

 
  pre-field trip planning
  �If you have questions about your  
reservation, call 312.692.3333 or e-mail  
groupreservations@sheddaquarium.org.

  �Browse Shedd Educational Adventures (SEA)  
lesson plans for ideas to help focus your field  
trip: www.sheddaquarium.org/SEA.

  ��Share Shedd’s website with your students so they 
know what to expect on the day of their trip.

  �Visit the aquarium to map out the exhibits your 
students will focus on.

  �Locate the bathrooms, lunchroom, education center 
and other areas of importance.

  �Create an itinerary for your chaperones.

  ��Print maps for your chaperones and label important 
locations: exhibits students should explore, bathrooms, 
the education center, lunchrooms, etc.

  ��E-mail studentprograms@sheddaquarium.org if you  
have any questions or need guidance with focusing 
your field trip.

  day of arrival
  �Plan to arrive at Shedd 20 minutes before your first 
scheduled event.

  �Review the itinerary and expectations with students 
and chaperones. 

  �Pass out maps and itineraries to chaperones.

  �Review the pickup time and location with the bus 
driver. Contact Standard Parking at 312.235.7701.

  �Check in with Shedd Aquarium staff upon arriving.

  �Review meeting places and times for all items on the 
itinerary including a meeting place and time for the 
end of day.

  �In the lunchroom, make sure students properly 
dispose of trash, recyclables and compostables and 
properly clean up their tables for the next group 
coming in.

  �Have fun!

  post-field trip follow-up
  �Allow students to reflect on their field trip and share 
observations with one another.

  �Facilitate post-trip lessons provided by Shedd staff or SEA.



Save the Date! – Thursday, Oct. 1, 2009 
Cruisin’ into Shedd: Oceanarium Reimagined
This exclusive teacher event is designed for you to personally 
explore the many science education resources we offer and 
their connection to your curriculum.

Design and Photography 
Planning & Design Department, Shedd Aquarium 
Brenna Hernandez, Primary Photographer
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Staff Contacts
Questions about an existing reservation? 
Call 312.692.3333 or groupreservations@sheddaquarium.org

Questions about a school program? 
E-mail studentprograms@sheddaquarium.org

Questions about outreach programs? 
E-mail outreachprograms@sheddaquarium.org

Questions about teacher programs? 
E-mail teacherservices@sheddaquarium.org

 
Supporters
Education programs at John G. Shedd Aquarium are made 
possible by the generous support of the  Albert Pick, Jr. Fund, 
Arie and Ida Crown Memorial, A. Watson Armour III Fund for 
Conservation Education, Bank of America, Bears Care, The Brinson 
Foundation, Ford Motor Company Fund, Lloyd A. Fry Foundation, 
Leo S. Guthman Fund, Institute of Museum and Library Services, 
JPMorgan Chase Foundation, Kraft Foods, Macquarie Foundation, 
Mazza Foundation, Morton Salt — a Rohm and Haas Company, 
Motorola Foundation, National Marine Sanctuary Foundation, 
Polk Bros. Foundation, REI, The SAP Charitable Fund, The Siragusa 
Foundation, Toyota, UBS and United Airlines.

Education Department 
�1200 South Lake Shore Drive� 
Chicago, Illinois 60605 
�www.sheddaquarium.org




